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PART 2: .GOV LINKS
BLASTING .GOV BLACK HAT

LINKS WITH MORE LINKS

SEO Intelligence Agency Test #73

HYPOTHESIS

Blasting links through a .gov hack 
will not a�ect rank

BACKGROUND

Last month, we tested the black 
hat technique of creating .gov 

links through a security loophole 
on some old .gov sites. 

These type of .gov links are created on old “You are leaving this site” 
exit pages by manipulating the URL structure of those sites. For more 

information on that, check out September’s test #55.

We created five .gov links pointing to a target test page. 
Unfortunately, we didn’t get any ranking movement on our test page.

We submitted the target page to Majestic and to our 
surprise, Majestic crawled and registered all five links.
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TEST SETUP

Prior to sending the links we checked to make sure that there had been no 
movement from the original test.

Three of the links are do-follow while two show as no-follow.

After discussing the technique with some SIA members, we decided to keep the 
test going by blasting the .gov links with links to see if that would make the 

di�erence. In doing the technique, most people will send tier 2 links to the .gov 
links so it only made sense to give that a try.
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A Drip Feed links campaign was set up to fire links at the five .gov pages. 
We sent 1500+ links at each .gov URL.
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RESULTS

ANALYSIS

I think we can declare this technique done. As we had 5 di�erent .gov links 
created and fired a decent amount of links through them and still didn’t get 

movement, it seems very unlikely that this technique is still working. 

Results 10/31
Unchanged


